IS                            PHILIP AUGUSTUS                       CHAP.
reign his pure eyes saw the miracle of the mass in its
reality. At S. Ledger in Yveline, as the priest elevated
the host, he saw a child of surpassing splendour, whom
choirs of angels worshipped, and he adored with tears.
Soli se regi detexit mystica virtus,
Cui soli digne poterat res tanta patere.
As early as 1177 his father designed a marriage for
him. He asked from Philip of Flanders the hand of his
niece, the daughter of Matthew of Boulogne. But the
project was abandoned.
A medieval king had generally but few years of
schooling. His training in the work of government
began early. It was so with Philip Augustus. He was
not fourteen years old when, in the spring of 1179, his
father was attacked by paralysis. Louis recovered, but,
though only fifty-nine, he felt himself already an old man.
He determined, after the fashion of his predecessors, to
secure the succession by crowning his son in his life-
time. He had long postponed this customary ceremony.
In spite of the urgent advice of the pope and the force
of the custom of his fathers, he had declined even
nominally to share his power with his young son. But
illness, and the feeling that " his last days " were upon
him, induced him to take steps at once for the election
and coronation of Philip. Probably towards the end
of April the archbishops, bishops, abbats, and barons
met in the bishop's palace at Paris and heard the king's
will that his son should be crowned. There is no reason
to suppose that the formal election was omitted. All
the pjelates and barons, says Eigord, cried out "Fiat,
fiat^" and the king at once began the preparations for